
+71 million people are pushed
into extreme poverty in 2020

Before Covid-19

End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Covid-19 Implications

the first increasE
COVID-19 causes

in global poverty in decades

Young workers are

twice as likely to be
living in extreme poverty

as adult workers (2019)

(from 63 countries in 2018)

$23.6 BILLION
direct economic losses 

4 billion people
did not benefit

from any form of
social protection in 2016

The world
was off track to
end poverty by 2030

2010

15.7%

10%
8.2%

2015 2019 2030

6%

Natural disasters
exacerbate poverty

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
To end poverty in all its 

forms everywhere by 2030.

Why?
In 2015, more than 700 mil-

lion people, or 10 per cent of 

the world population, lived 

in extreme poverty, strug-

gling to fulfil the most basic 

needs like health, education, 

and access to water and 

sanitation, to name a few. 

However, the COVID-19 pan-

demic is reversing the trend 

of poverty reduction with 

tens of millions of people 

in risk of being pushed 

back into extreme poverty 

- people living on less than 

$1.90/day - causing the first 

increase in global poverty 

in more than 20 years.

Even before COVID-19, 

baseline projections sug-

gested that 6 per cent of 

the global population would 

still be living in extreme 

poverty in 2030, missing the 

target of ending poverty. 

Developing countries will 

face a devastating social 

and economic crisis over 

the months and years to 

T h e  C OV I D -19 

p a n d e m i c 

w i l l  p us h  a n 

e s t i m a te d 

71  m illion 
a d d i t i o n a l 

p eo p l e  i n to 
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come, with the pan-

demic pushing millions of 

workers into unemploy-

ment, underemployment 

and working poverty.  

Having a job also does 

not guarantee a decent 

living. In fact, 7.1 per cent 

of employed workers 

and their families world-

wide lived in extreme 

poverty in 2019, a posi-

tive decline compared to 

2010, but the number is  

expected to rise in light 

of the long-term conse-

quences of the pandemic.

Why is there so much 
poverty in the world?
Poverty has many dimen-

sions, but its causes 

include unemploy-

ment, social exclusion, 

and high vulnerability 

of certain populations 

to disasters, diseases 

and other phenomena 

which prevent them 

from being productive.

Why should I care 
about other people’s 
economic situation?
There are many reasons, 

but in short, because as 

human beings, our well- 

being is linked to each 

other. Growing inequality 

is detrimental to economic 

growth and undermines 

social cohesion, increas-

ing political and social 

tensions and, in some 

circumstances, driving 

instability and conflicts.

Why is social protection 
so important?
The COVID-19 pandemic 

will have both immediate 

and long-term economic 

consequences for people 

across the globe. Strong 

social protection systems 

are essential for mitigating 

the effects and preventing 

many people from falling 

into poverty. Nevertheless, 

55 per cent of the world’s 

population – about 4 bil-

lion people – did not bene-

fit from any form of social 

protection in 2016. Only  

22 per cent of unemployed 

workers were covered by 

unemployment benefits.

So what can I do about it?
Your active engagement 

in policymaking can make 

a difference in addressing 

poverty. It ensures that 

your rights are promoted 

and that your voice is 

heard, that inter- 

generational knowledge is 

shared, and that innova-

tion and critical thinking 

are encouraged at all ages 

to support transforma-

tional change in people’s 

lives and communities.

Governments can help 

create an enabling envi-

ronment to generate pro-

ductive employment and 

job opportunities for the 

poor and the marginalized. 

The private sector has 

a major role to play in 

determining whether the 

growth it creates is inclu-

sive and contributes to 

poverty reduction. It can 

promote economic oppor-

tunities for the poor. 

The contribution of sci-

ence to end poverty has 

been significant. For exam-

ple, it has enabled access 

to safe drinking water, 

reduced deaths caused 

by water-borne diseases, 

and improved hygiene to 

reduce health risks related 

to unsafe drinking water 

and lack of sanitation.

To find out more 

about Goal 1 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals visit: 

http://www.un.org/

sustainabledevelopment



among children arE

Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

End hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

The pandemic is an additional

Stunting and wasting
Food insecurity was

already on the rise

Population affected
by moderate or severe

food insecurity

2018

25.9%

2014

22.4%

threat to food systems

Conflict

CLIMATE SHOCKS

COVID-19

LOCUST
crisis

21.3% 
of children 
under 5 
ARE stunted

(144 million)

6.9% 
of children 
under 5 
ARE AFFECTED
by wasting 

(47 million)

(2019)

likely to worsen

comprising 40%–85%
of all food producers
in developing regions

Small-scale
food producers

are hit hard
by the crisis

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
To end hunger, achieve 

food security and improved 

nutrition and promote 

sustainable agriculture.

Why?
Extreme hunger and mal-

nutrition remains a barrier 

to sustainable development 

and creates a trap from 

which people cannot easily 

escape. Hunger and malnu-

trition mean less productive 

individuals, who are more 

prone to disease and thus 

often unable to earn more 

and improve their liveli-

hoods. 2 billion people in 

the world do not have reg-

ular access to safe, nutri-

tious and sufficient food. In 

2019, 144 million children 

under the age of 5 were  

 About  

2 billion  
people did 

not have 
regular access 

to safe, 
nutritious and 

sufficient food 
in 2019

ZERO  HUNGER :  
WHY IT MATTERS
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stunted, and 47 million 

were affected by wasting. 

How many people 
go hungry?
More than 690 million 

people were undernour-

ished in 2019, mainly in 

Asia and Africa. People 

experiencing moder-

ate food insecurity are 

typically unable to eat a 

healthy, balanced diet on 

a regular basis because of 

income or other resource 

constraints. If these trends 

continue, an estimated 

840 million people will 

go hungry by 2030.

The situation is likely to 

deteriorate even further 

owing to COVID-19. 

Why are there so many 
hungry people?
Along with conflict, cli-

mate shocks and the 

locust crisis, the pandemic 

poses an additional threat 

to food systems. Civil 

insecurity and declining 

food production have all 

contributed to food scar-

city and high food prices.

Investment in the agricul-

ture sector is critical for 

reducing hunger and pov-

erty, improving food secu-

rity, creating employment 

and building resilience 

to disasters and shocks. 

Why should I care?  
We all want our families 

to have enough food to 

eat what is safe and nutri-

tious. A world with zero 

hunger can positively 

impact our economies, 

health, education, equality 

and social development. 

It’s a key piece of build-

ing a better future for 

everyone. Additionally, 

with hunger limiting 

human development, 

we will not be able to 

achieve the other sustain-

able development goals 

such as education, health 

and gender equality.

How can we achieve 
zero hunger?
Food security requires 

a multi-dimensional 

approach – from social 

protection to safeguard 

safe and nutritious food 

especially for children 

- to transforming food 

systems to achieve a 

more inclusive and sus-

tainable world. There will 

need to be investments 

in rural and urban areas 

and in social protection 

so poor people have 

access to food and can 

improve their livelihoods. 

What can we do to help?
You can make changes in 

your own life—at home, 

at work and in the com-

munity—by supporting 

local farmers or markets 

and making sustainable 

food choices, support-

ing good nutrition for all, 

and fighting food waste. 

You can also use your 

power as a consumer 

and voter, demanding 

businesses and govern-

ments make the choices 

and changes that will 

make Zero Hunger a 

reality. Join the conver-

sation, whether on social 

media platforms or in 

your local communities.

To find out more 

about Goal #2 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages

Progress in many health
areas continued, but 

needs acceleration

tuberculosis

hivchild health

maternal health

immunizations

Hundreds of thousands of additional
under-5 deaths MAY be expected in 2020

Healthcare disruptions could 

reverse decades
of improvements

The pandemic has 

interrupted 
childhood 
immunization 
programmes 
in around 
70 countries

Illness and deaths
from communicable diseases

will spike

Service cancellations 
will lead to 

100% increase
in malaria deaths
in sub-Saharan Africa

is covered by
essential health services

less than half 
of the global population

(2017)

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
To ensure healthy lives 

and promote well-being 

for all at all ages.

Why? 
Ensuring healthy lives 

and promoting well-being 

is important to building 

prosperous societies.   

However, the COVID-19 

pandemic has devastated 

health systems globally 

and threatens already 

achieved health outcomes. 

Most countries, espe-

cially poor countries, have 

insufficient health facili-

ties, medical supplies and 

health care workers for 

the surge in demand.

The pandemic has shown 

that in rich and poor coun-

tries alike, a health emer-

gency can push people into 

bankruptcy or poverty.

Concerted efforts are 

required to achieve uni-

versal health coverage and 

sustainable financing for 

A n  a d d i t i o n a l 

18  m illion 
h e a l t h  w o r ke r s 

a r e  n e e d e d , 

p r i m a r i l y  i n 

l o w-  a n d  l o w e r-

m i d d l e  i n c o m e 

c o u n t r i e s, 

 t o  a c h i e ve 

u n i v e r s a l  h e a l t h 

c ove r a g e  

b y  2 0 3 0

GOOD  HE A LT H  
A ND  W EL L-BEING:  
WHY IT MATTERS
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health; address the grow-

ing burden of zoonotic 

and non-communicable 

diseases, tackle antimi-

crobial resistance and 

environmental factors 

contributing to ill health.

What progress have 
we made so far?
Progress in many health 

areas, such as in reducing 

maternal and child mortal-

ity, in increasing coverage 

of immunization, and in 

reducing some infectious 

diseases, continues, but 

the rate of improvement 

has slowed down, espe-

cially during COVID-19 

which is overwhelming the 

health systems globally 

and threatens health out-

comes already achieved.

How can we achieve 
these targets? 
Ensuring healthy lives for 

all requires a strong com-

mitment, but the benefits 

outweigh the cost. Healthy 

people are the foundation 

for healthy economies. 

Immunization is one of the 

world’s most successful 

and cost-effective health 

interventions. While vac-

cination coverage among 

infants increased from 72 

per cent in 2000 to 86 per 

cent in 2018, an estimated 

19.4 million children did 

not receive the essen-

tial vaccines during the 

first year of life.  In fact, 

since March 2020, routine 

childhood immunization 

services have been dis-

rupted on a scale not seen 

since the inception of the 

Expanded Programme on 

Immunization in the 1970s.

Does everyone have 
access to healthcare?
In 2017, only around one 

third to half of the global 

population was covered 

by essential health ser-

vices. If current trends 

continue, only 39 per 

cent to 63 per cent of 

the global population will 

be covered by essential 

health services by 2030. 

The COVID-19 crisis has 

disrupted essential health 

services around the world. 

Some services have been 

suspended to free up 

resources for COVID-19 

patients and to reduce 

the risk of transmission. 

If universal health cover-

age is to become a real-

ity by 2030, growth in 

the provision and use of 

essential health services 

must greatly accelerate.

What can I do to help?
You can start by 

promoting and protecting 

your own health and 

the health of those 

around you, by making 

well-informed choices, 

practicing safe sex and 

vaccinating your children.   

You can raise awareness 

in your community about 

the importance of good 

health, healthy lifestyles 

as well as people’s right 

to quality health care 

services, especially for 

the most vulnerable such 

as women and children.

You can also hold your 

government, local leaders 

and other decision-

makers accountable to 

their commitments to 

improve people’s access 

to health and health care.  

To find out more 

about Goal #3 and 

the other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

Progress towards

inclusive and equitable quality
education was too slow

Over 200 million children will
still be out of school in 2030

School closures kept
90% of all students out of school

reversing years of progress on education

Inequalities in education are

exacerbated by COVID-19

79% in richest 34% in pOOREST
20% of households

In low-income countries,
children's school completion rate is

20% of households

Remote learning remains
out of reach for

at least
500 million students

Only 65% of primary schools
have basic handwashing facilities
critical for COVID-19 prevention

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What is the goal here?
Ensure inclusive and qual-

ity education for all and 

promote lifelong learning.

Why does education 
matter?
Education enables 

upward socioeconomic 

mobility and is a key 

to escaping poverty. 

Education helps reduce 

inequalities and reach gen-

der equality and is crucial 

to fostering tolerance and 

more peaceful societies. 

Over the past decade, 

major progress has been 

made towards increasing 

access to education and 

school enrollment rates 

at all levels, particularly 

for girls. Nevertheless, 

about 258 million children 

annd youth were still out 

of school in 2018 — nearly 

one fifth of the global pop-

ulation in that age group. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic 

spread across the globe, 

G l o b a l l y, 
a r o u n d 

 5.5  m illion 
m o r e  g i r ls 

t h a n  b oys  of 
p r i m a r y  

s c h oo l  a g e 
we r e  o u t  
of  s c h oo l 

i n  2 0 18

QUA L I T Y  EDUCAT ION:  
WHY IT MATTERS

©
 U

N
IC

E
F

/
N

Y
H

Q
2

0
15

-1
7

10
/
E

l 
B

a
b

a



countries announced 

the temporary closure 

of schools, impacting 

more than 91 per cent 

of students worldwide. 

By April 2020, close to 

1.6 billion children and 

youth were out of school. 

How much progress 
have we made so far?
The primary school com-

pletion rate reached 84 

per cent in 2018, up from 

70 per cent in 2000 and 

under current trends, is 

expected to reach 89 per 

cent globally by 2030.

In 74 countries with 

comparable data for 

the period 2011-2019, 

around seven in ten chil-

dren aged three and four 

were developmentally on 

track in at least three of 

the following domains: 

literacy-numeracy, 

physical development, 

social-emotional devel-

opment and learning. 

The global adult literacy 

rate (aged 15 years and 

older) was 86 per cent 

in 2018, while the youth 

literacy rate (15 to 24 

years) was 92 per cent.

What challenges remain?
Despite years of steady 

growth in enrolment 

rates, non-proficiency 

rates remain disturb-

ingly high. In 2018, some 

773 million adults—two-

thirds of whom are 

women—remained illit-

erate in terms of reading 

and writing skills. And 

the sheer magnitude 

of school closures due 

to COVID-19 is likely to 

set back progress on 

access to education.

Where are people strug-
gling the most to have 
access to education? 
Sub-Saharan Africa faces 

the biggest challenges 

in providing schools with 

basic resources. The sit-

uation is extreme at the 

primary and lower sec-

ondary levels, where less 

than one half of schools 

in sub-Saharan Africa 

have access to drinking 

water, electricity, com-

puters and the Internet.

Inequalities will also 

worsen unless the digital 

divide – the gap between 

under-connected and 

highly digitalized coun-

tries – is not addressed.

Are there groups that 
have a more difficult 
access to education? 
Yes, women and girls 

are one of these groups.  

About one-third of 

countries in the devel-

oping regions have not 

achieved gender parity 

in primary education. 

These disadvantages in 

education also translate 

into lack of access to 

skills and limited oppor-

tunities in the labour 

market for young women. 

What can we do?
Ask our governments 

to place education as a 

priority in both policy 

and practice. Lobby our 

governments to make 

firm commitments to 

provide free primary 

school education to all, 

including vulnerable or 

marginalized groups. 

To find out more 

about Goal #4 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/

sustainabledevelopment



Women
must be represented fairly

in pandemic-related leadership roles

Achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls

Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Despite improvements,
full gender equality

remains unreached

Lockdowns are increasing the risk of
violence against women and girls

Cases of domestic violence 
have increased by 30%

in some countries

physical sexual PSYCHOLOGICAL

Women are on the front lines 
of fighting the coronavirus

women account for 70%
of health and social workers

25% 
in national 

parliaments

36% 
in local 

government 
(2020) (2020)

Women already spend about three times as many hours
in unpaid domestic and care work as men

Fewer girls are forced into early marriage 

more women are in leadership roles

Women represent

Women bear additional household burdens
during the pandemic

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here? 
To achieve gender 

equality and empower 

all women and girls. 

Why?
Women and girls represent 

half of the world’s popu-

lation and therefore also 

half of its potential. But, 

today gender inequality 

persists everywhere and 

stagnates social prog-

ress. Women continue to 

be underrepresented at 

all levels of political lead-

ership. Across the globe, 

women and girls perform 

a disproportionate share 

of unpaid domestic work. 

Inequalities faced by girls 

can begin right at birth 

and follow them all their 

lives. In some countries, 

girls are deprived of access 

to health care or proper 

nutrition, leading to a 

higher mortality rate. 

How much progress 
have we made?
International commitments 

to advance gender equal-

ity have brought about 

improvements in some 

areas: child marriage and 

I n  20 19,
women 

o n l y  h e l d 

28  per  c en t 

o f  m a n a g e r i a l 

p o si t i o n s 

wor ld w ide

GENDER  EQUA L I T Y:  
WHY IT MATTERS
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female genital mutilation 

(FGM) have declined in 

recent years, and wom-

en’s representation in the 

political arena is higher 

than ever before. But the 

promise of a world in which 

every woman and girl 

enjoys full gender equality, 

and where all legal, social 

and economic barriers to 

their empowerment have 

been removed, remains 

unfulfilled. In fact, that 

goal is probably even 

more distant than before, 

since women and girls 

are being hit hard by the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

How does gender inequality 
affect women?
Disadvantages in edu-

cation translate into lack 

of access to skills and 

limited opportunities 

in the labour market. 

Women’s and girls’ 

empowerment is essen-

tial to expand economic 

growth and promote social 

development. The full 

participation of women in 

labour forces would add 

percentage points to most 

national growth rates— 

double digits in 

many cases. 

Are there any other gender-
related challenges?
Yes. Worldwide, 35 per 

cent of women between 

15-49 years of age have 

experienced physical and/

or sexual intimate partner 

violence or non-partner 

sexual violence. 1 in 3 girls 

aged 15-19 have experi-

enced some form of female 

genital mutilation/cutting 

in the 30 countries in Africa 

and the Middle East, where 

the harmful practice is 

most common with a high 

risk of prolonged bleeding, 

infection (including HIV), 

childbirth complications, 

infertility and death.

The COVID-19 lockdown 

further caused  domes-

tic violence to increase 

in many countries, show-

ing the critical impor-

tance of social protection 

for women and girls. 

The Spotlight Initative, an 

EU/UN partnership, is a 

global, multi-year initiative 

focused on eliminating all 

forms of violence against 

women and girls (VAWG).

But, why should gender 
equality matter to me?
Regardless of where you 

live in, gender equality is a 

fundamental human right. 

Advancing gender equal-

ity is critical to all areas 

of a healthy society, from 

reducing poverty to pro-

moting the health, educa-

tion, protection and the  

well-being of girls 

and boys. 

What can we do to 
fix these issues?
If you are a girl, you 

can stay in school, help 

empower your female 

classmates to do the same 

and fight for your right to 

access sexual and repro-

ductive health services. If 

you are a woman, you can 

address unconscious biases 

and implicit associations 

that form an unintended 

and often an invisible bar-

rier to equal opportunity. 

If you are a man or a 

boy, you can work along-

side women and girls to 

achieve gender equality 

and embrace healthy, 

respectful relationships. 

You can fund educa-

tion campaigns to curb 

cultural practices like 

female genital mutila-

tion and change harmful 

laws that limit the rights 

of women and girls and 

prevent them from achiev-

ing their full potential.

To find out more 

about Goal #5 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/

sustainabledevelopment



Some countries experience 
a funding gap of 61% for achieving 
water and sanitation targets

Despite progress,

billions still lack 
water and sanitation services

Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all

2.2 billion people
lack safely managed 

drinking water

4.2 billion people
lack safely managed

sanitation

Two in five 
health care facilities 

worldwide have 
no 

soap and water or 
alcohol-based 

hand rub 
(2016)

Water scarcity 
could displace 
 700 million people 
by 2030

(2017) (2017)

3 billion 
people worldwide 

lack basic handwashing 
facilities at home

the most effective method for 
COVID-19 prevention

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
To ensure access to 

safe water sources and 

sanitation for all.

Why?
Access to water, san-

itation and hygiene 

is a human right. 

The demand for water 

has outpaced popula-

tion growth, and half 

the world’s population 

is already experiencing 

severe water scarcity at 

least one month a year. 

Water is essential not 

only to health, but also to 

poverty reduction, food 

security, peace and human 

rights, ecosystems and 

education. Nevertheless, 

countries face growing 

challenges linked to water 

scarcity, water pollution, 

degraded water- 

related ecosystems and 

cooperation over trans-

boundary water basins. 

2.2  b illion 
p eo p l e  a r o u n d 
t h e  wo r l d  s t i l l 

la c k  s a fe l y 
m a n a g e d 
d r i n k i n g 

wa te r, 
i n c l u d i n g 

785  m illion 
w i t h o u t  b a s i c 

d r i n k i n g  
wa te r

CL E A N  WAT ER  
A ND  SA NI TAT ION:  
WHY IT MATTERS
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What are the challenges 
to lack of access to safe 
water and sanitation?
In 2017, an estimated 

3 billion people world-

wide lacked the ability to 

safely wash their hands at 

home – one of the cheap-

est, easiest and most 

effective ways to prevent 

the spread of diseases 

like the coronavirus. 

Water, sanitation and 

hygiene services are also 

not always available at 

medical care facilities: in 

2016, one in four facilities 

around the world lacked 

basic water supplies, one 

in five had no sanitation 

services, and two in five 

had no soap and water 

or alcohol-based hand 

rub, at points of care.

And today, 4.2 billion 

people are still faced with 

daily challenges access-

ing even the most basic 

of services. Of these, 

673 million people prac-

tised open defecation.

By managing our water 

sustainably, we are also 

able to better manage our 

production of food and 

energy and contribute 

to decent work and eco-

nomic growth. Moreover, 

we can preserve our 

water ecosystems, their 

biodiversity, and take 

action on climate change.

Are water and climate 
changed linked?
Water availability is 

becoming less predictable 

in many places. In some 

regions, droughts are 

exacerbating water scar-

city and thereby nega-

tively impacting people’s 

health and productivity 

and threatening sustain-

able development and 

biodiversity worldwide.

Ensuring that everyone 

has access to sustainable 

water and sanitation ser-

vices is a critical climate 

change mitigation strat-

egy for the years ahead. 

Without better infrastruc-

ture and management, 

millions of people will 

continue to die every 

year  from water-related 

diseases such as malaria 

and diarrhoea, and there 

will be further losses in 

biodiversity and ecosys-

tem resilience, under-

mining prosperity and 

efforts towards a more 

sustainable future.  

What can we do?
Civil society organi-

zations should work 

to keep governments 

accountable, invest in 

water research and devel-

opment, and promote 

the inclusion of women, 

youth and indigenous 

communities in water 

resources governance. 

Generating awareness 

of these roles and turn-

ing them into action will 

lead to win-win results 

and increased sustain-

ability and integrity 

for both human and 

ecological systems.

You can also get involved 

in the World Water Day 

and World Toilet Day 

campaigns that aim to 

provide information and 

inspiration to take action 

on hygiene issues. 

To find out more 

about Goal #6 and 

the other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/

sustainabledevelopment

wateractiondecade.org



share of

renewables
in total energy 
consumption

Stepped-up efforts
in renewable energy

Affordable and reliable ENERGY 

17%

Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all

Financial flows to developing countries
for renewable energy are increasing

is critical for health facilities

are needed

 (2017) 

 (2017) 

$21.4
BILLION

12%BUT
ONLY

GOES TO
LDCs

789 million
people lack
electricity
(2018)

Efforts need scaling up
on sustainable energy

NOT ELECTRIFIED1 in 4 
In some developing countries (2018)

Energy efficiency
improvement rate
falls short of

3% needed

1.7%
(2017)

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here? 
To ensure access to afford-

able, reliable, sustainable 

and modern energy for all.

Why?
A well-established energy 

system supports all sec-

tors: from businesses, 

medicine and education 

to agriculture, infrastruc-

ture, communications 

and high-technology. 

Access to electricity in 

poorer countries has begun 

to accelerate, energy 

efficiency continues to 

improve, and renewable 

energy is making impres-

sive gains. Nevertheless, 

more focused attention is 

needed to improve access 

to clean and safe cook-

ing fuels and technologies 

for 2.8 billion people.

Why should I care 
about this goal?
For many decades, fossil 

fuels such as coal, oil or gas 

have been major sources 

of electricity production, 

but burning carbon fuels 

789 million 
people around 
the world lack 

access to 
electricity

A F FOR DA BL E  A ND 
CL E A N  ENERGY:  
WHY IT MATTERS
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produces large amounts of 

greenhouse gases which 

cause climate change and 

have harmful impacts on 

people’s well-being and 

the environment. This 

affects everyone, not just 

a few. Moreover, global 

electricity use is rising rap-

idly. In a nutshell, without 

a stable electricity supply, 

countries will not be able 

to power their economies.

How many people are 
living without electricity?
Nearly 9 out of 10 peo-

ple now have access to 

electricity, but reaching 

the unserved 789 million 

around the world – 548 

million people in sub- 

Saharan Africa alone 

– that lack access will 

require increased efforts. 

Without electricity, 

women and girls have 

to spend hours fetching 

water, clinics cannot store 

vaccines for children, 

many schoolchildren can-

not do homework at night, 

and people cannot run 

competitive businesses. 

Slow progress towards 

clean cooking solutions is 

of grave global concern, 

affecting both human 

health and the environ-

ment, and if we don’t meet 

our goal by 2030, nearly a 

third of the world’s popu-

lation – mostly women and 

children – will continue 

to be exposed to harmful 

household air pollution.

What are the consequences 
to lack of access to energy?
Lack of access to energy 

may hamper efforts to 

contain COVID-19 across 

many parts of the world. 

Energy services are key 

to preventing disease 

and fighting pandemics – 

from powering healthcare 

facilities and supplying 

clean water for essen-

tial hygiene, to enabling 

communications and IT 

services that connect 

people while maintain-

ing social distancing. 

What can we do to 
fix these issues?
Countries can acceler-

ate the transition to an 

affordable, reliable, and 

sustainable energy system 

by investing in renewable 

energy resources, prior-

itizing energy efficient 

practices, and adopting 

clean energy technolo-

gies and infrastructure. 

Businesses can maintain 

and protect ecosystems 

and commit to sourc-

ing 100% of operational 

electricity needs from 

renewable sources.

Employers can reduce 

the internal demand for 

transport by prioritizing 

telecommunications and 

incentivize less energy 

intensive modes such as 

train travel over auto and 

air travel. Investors can 

invest more in sustainable 

energy services, bring-

ing new technologies to 

the market quickly from 

a diverse supplier base. 

You can save electricity 

by plugging appliances 

into a power strip and 

turning them off com-

pletely when not in use, 

including your computer. 

You can also bike, walk or 

take public transport to 

reduce carbon emissions. 

To find out more 

about Goal #7 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/

sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, 
full and productive employment and decent work for all

Global economic growth 
was slowing down

2.0%
GDP per capita growth 

(2010–2018)

GDP
per

Capita
The world faces the 
worst economic recession 
since the Great Depression

GDP per capita
expected to decline

by 4.2% in 2020

During the pandemic 
1.6 billion workers 
in the informal economy 
risk losing their livelihoods

COVID-19 could cause the equivalent of 
400 million job losses in second quarter of 2020

Tourism 
is facing 
unprecedented 
challenges

International
tourist arrivals

with COVID-19 
2020 SCENARIOS

-1140 million 

-850 million 

1.5%
GDP per capita growth 

(2019)

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here? 
To promote inclusive and 

sustainable economic 

growth, employment and 

decent work for all.

Why?
Sustained and inclusive 

economic growth can 

drive progress, create 

decent jobs for all and 

improve living standards.

Even before the outbreak 

of COVID-19, one in five 

countries – home to bil-

lions of people living in 

poverty – were likely to 

see per capita incomes 

decline in 2020. Now, the 

economic and financial 

shocks associated with 

the pandemic—such as 

disruptions to industrial 

production, financial mar-

ket volatility, and rising 

insecurity—are derailing 

the already tepid eco-

nomic growth and com-

pounding heightened 

risks from other factors.  

What does “decent 
work” mean?
Decent work means oppor-

tunities for everyone to get 

I n  2 0 19,

22  per  c en t 
o f  t h e 

world ’s

youth 
w e r e  n o t 

e n g a ged 
i n  e i t h e r 

e d u c a t ion , 
e m p l oy m en t 

o r  t ra i n i n g

DECEN T  WOR K  A ND 
ECONOM IC  GROW T H:  
WHY IT MATTERS
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work that is productive 

and delivers a fair income, 

security in the workplace 

and social protection for 

families, better prospects 

for personal development 

and social integration. A 

continued lack of decent 

work opportunities, insuf-

ficient investments and 

under-consumption lead 

to an erosion of the basic 

social contract underlying 

democratic societies: that 

all must share in progress.

How many people 
are unemployed?
The pandemic is 

expected to have a 

devastating impact on 

global unemployment. 

According to estimates 

from the International 

Labour Organization, 

global working hours 

could drop by 14 per 

cent in the second 

quarter of 2020. This is 

equivalent to approx-

imately 400 million 

full-time workers doing 

a 48-hour work week. 

The eventual increase in 

global unemployment 

over 2020 will depend 

on how effectively pol-

icy measures preserve 

existing jobs and boost 

labour demand once the 

recovery phase begins.

More than one in six 

young people have 

stopped working since 

the onset of the COVID-

19 pandemic while those 

who remain employed 

have seen their working 

hours cut by 23 per cent.

Tourism is one of the 

economic sectors most 

affected by the COVID-

19 pandemic due to the 

closure of borders, travel 

bans and lockdown mea-

sures. Depending on 

when travel restrictions 

are lifted and national 

borders reopen, inter-

national travel arrivals 

in 2020 may decrease 

by 60 to 80 per cent 

compared with 2019.

What can we do to 
fix these issues?
Providing youth the best 

opportunity to transition 

to a decent job calls for 

investing in education 

and training of the high-

est possible quality, pro-

viding youth with skills 

that match labour market 

demands, giving them 

access to social protection 

and basic services regard-

less of their contract type, 

as well as levelling the 

playing field so that all 

aspiring youth can attain 

productive employment 

regardless of their gender, 

income level or  

socio-economic 

background.

Governments can work 

to build dynamic, sus-

tainable, innovative and 

people-centred econo-

mies, promoting youth 

employment and wom-

en’s economic empow-

erment, in particular, and 

decent work for all. 

Implementing adequate 

health and safety mea-

sures and promoting 

supportive working 

environments are funda-

mental to protecting the 

safety of workers, espe-

cially relevant for health 

workers and those pro-

viding essential services.

To find out more 

about Goal #8 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialization and foster innovation

Manufacturing growth 
was declining 

due to tariffs and trade tensions

The aviation industry has suffered 
the steepest decline in history

Air passenger numbers fell by 51% 
from January to May 2020

Financing for 
  small-scale industries 
is needed for their survival 
through the crisis

  Investment in R&D 
is growing but needs 
to accelerate

Only 35% 
have access 
to credit in 
developing 
countries 
(2006–2018)

 2010  2017

$1.4 trillion 
(2010)

$2.2 trillion 
(2017)

Fewer than 1 in 5 people 
use the internet in LDCs (2019)

(COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD IN 

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here? 
To build resilient infrastruc-

ture, promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrializa-

tion and foster innovation

Why?
Economic growth, social 

development and climate 

action are heavily depen-

dent on investments in 

infrastructure, sustain-

able industrial develop-

ment and technological 

progress. In the face of a 

rapidly changing global 

economic landscape and 

increasing inequalities, 

sustained growth must 

include industrialization 

that first of all, makes 

opportunities accessible 

to all people, and second, 

is supported by innovation 

and resilient infrastructure.

So what’s the problem?   
Even before the outbreak 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

J u s t 

5 4% 
o f  t h e  g l o b a l 

p o p u l a t i o n 
u s e  t h e 

I n te r n e t . 
I n  t h e  l e a s t 
d eve l o p e d 
c o u n t r i e s 

o n l y

 19% 
h a ve  o n l i n e 

a c c e s s 

INDUS T RY,  INNOVAT ION 
A ND  INF R AST RUC T UR E:  
WHY IT MATTERS
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global manufacturing – 

considered an engine of 

overall economic growth 

– has been steadily declin-

ing due to tariffs and trade 

tensions. The manufac-

turing decline caused by 

the pandemic has further 

caused serious impacts 

on the global economy.

In addition, the airport 

industry, also an important 

driver of economic devel-

opment, faced the steepest 

decline in its history in the 

first five months of 2020, 

with a 51 per cent drop in 

airline passengers due to 

the global lockdowns.

Basic infrastructure like 

roads, information and 

communication technolo-

gies, sanitation, electrical 

power and water remains 

scarce in many developing 

countries. In 2019, some 

87 per cent of people in 

developed countries used 

the Internet, compared 

with just 19 per cent in the 

least developed countries.

How much progress 
have we made?
Investment in research 

and development globally 

– as well as financing for 

economic infrastructure in 

developing countries – has 

increased, and impressive 

progress has been made 

in mobile connectivity 

with almost the entire 

world population (97 per 

cent) living within reach of 

a mobile cellular signal.

Why should I care?
Inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization, together 

with innovation and infra-

structure, can unleash 

dynamic and competi-

tive economic forces that 

generate employment 

and income. They play 

a key role in introduc-

ing and promoting new 

technologies, facilitat-

ing international trade 

and enabling the effi-

cient use of resources.

The growth of new indus-

tries means improve-

ment in the standard of 

living for many of us. If 

industries pursue sus-

tainability, this approach 

will have a positive effect 

on the environment. 

What is the price 
of inaction?
The price is steep. Ending 

poverty would be more 

difficult, given the indus-

try’s role as a core driver 

of the global develop-

ment agenda to eradicate 

poverty and advance 

sustainable develop-

ment.  Additionally, 

failing to improve infra-

structure and promote 

technological innovation 

could translate into poor 

health care, inadequate 

sanitation and limited 

access to education.

How can we help?
Establish standards and 

promote regulations that 

ensure company proj-

ects and initiatives are 

sustainably managed.

Collaborate with NGOs 

and the public sector 

to help promote sus-

tainable growth within 

developing countries.

Think about how indus-

try impacts on your life 

and well-being and use 

social media to push 

for policymakers to pri-

oritize the SDGs.

To find out more 

about Goal #9 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Reduce inequality within and 
among countries

Income inequality 
was falling in some countries

The Gini index measures income inequality and ranges from 0 to 100, 
where 0 indicates that income is shared equally among all people, 
and

Gini Index fell 
in 38 out of 84 countries 

(2010–2017)

The most vulnerable groups 
are being hit hardest by the pandemic

Older persons Persons with 
disabilities

children women migrants and 
refugees

Global recession
could squeeze

development aid to
developing countries

Resource flows for development 

$420
billion

(2017)

$271
billion

(2018)

54%

of countries 
with data have a 

comprehensive set of 
migration policies

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
To reduce inequalities within 

and among countries.

Why?
Inequalities based on 

income, sex, age, disability, 

sexual orientation, race, 

class, ethnicity, religion and 

opportunity continue to 

persist across the world. 

Inequality threatens long-

term social and economic 

development, harms pov-

erty reduction and destroys 

people’s sense of fulfilment 

and self-worth. This, in turn, 

can breed crime, disease and 

environmental degradation.

We cannot achieve 

sustainable development 

and make the planet 

better for all if people 

are excluded from the 

chance for a better 

life. And despite some 

positive signs, inequality 

is growing for more than 

70 per cent of the global 

population, exacerbating 

the risks of divisions and 

hampering economic 

and social development. 

Furthermore, COVID-19 is 

hitting the most vulnerable 

people the hardest, 

and those same groups 

are often experiencing 

increased discrimination.

A l m o s t 

2  in  10
 p e o p l e 

r e p o r te d  h a v i n g 
p e r s o n a l l y 

ex p e r i e n c e d 
d is c r i m i n a t i o n 
o n  a t  l e a s t  o n e 
o f  t h e  g r o u n d s 
e s t a b l is h e d  b y 

i n te r n a t i o n a l 
h u m a n  r i g h t s 

l a w
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What are some examples 
of inequality?
Women and children 

with lack of access to 

healthcare die each 

day from preventable 

diseases such as measles 

and tuberculosis or in 

childbirth. Older persons, 

migrants and refugees 

face lack of opportunities 

and discrimination – an 

issue that affects every 

country in the world. One 

in five persons reported 

being discriminated on 

at least one ground of 

discrimination prohibited 

by international 

human rights law. 

Among those with 

disabilities, 3 in 10 

personally experienced 

discrimination, with higher 

levels still among women 

with disabilities, including 

based on religion, 

ethnicity and sex, pointing 

to the urgent need for 

measures to tackle 

multiple and intersecting 

forms of discrimination.

How do we tackle 
discrimination?  
In today’s world, we are all 

interconnected. Problems 

and challenges like pov-

erty, climate change, 

migration or economic 

crises are never just 

confined to one country 

or region. Even the rich-

est countries still have 

communities living in 

abject poverty. The oldest 

democracies still wrestle 

with racism, homopho-

bia and transphobia, and 

religious intolerance. 

Global inequality affects 

us all, no matter who we 

are or where we are from. 

Can we achieve equality 
for everyone?
It can – and should be – 

achieved to ensure a life 

of dignity for all. Political, 

economic and social 

policies need to be uni-

versal and pay particular 

attention to the needs of 

disadvantaged and mar-

ginalized communities.

What can we do? 
Reducing inequality 

requires transformative 

change. Greater efforts 

are needed to eradicate 

extreme poverty and 

hunger, and invest more 

in health, education, 

social protection and 

decent jobs especially for 

young people, migrants 

and refugees and other 

vulnerable communities. 

Within countries, it is 

important to empower 

and promote inclusive 

social and economic 

growth. We can ensure 

equal opportunity and 

reduce inequalities of 

income if we eliminate 

discriminatory laws, 

policies and practices.

Among countries, we 

need to ensure that 

developing countries are 

better represented in 

decision-making on global 

issues so that solutions 

can be more effective, 

credible and accountable.  

Governments and other 

stakeholders can also 

promote safe, regular and 

responsible migration, 

including through planned 

and well-managed 

policies, for the millions 

of people who have left 

their homes seeking 

better lives due to war, 

discrimination, poverty, 

lack of opportunity and 

other drivers of migration. 

To find out more 

about Goal #10 and 

the other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable

Share of urban population 
living in slums 

rose to 24% in 2018

Over 90% 
of COVID-19 
cases are in 
 urban areas

Only half 
the world’s urban 
population has 
 convenient access 
to public transport 
(2019)

500–1000 meters
distance

47% of population live within 400 metres
walking distance to open public spaces

  Air pollution   
caused 4.2 million 
premature deaths 

in 2016

400m

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
To make cities inclu-

sive, safe, resilient 

and sustainable

Why?
Over 90 per cent of COVID-

19 cases are occurring 

in urban areas, with the 

1 billion residents of the 

world’s densely popu-

lated slums being hit the 

hardest. Even before the 

coronavirus, rapid urban-

ization meant that 4 billion 

people – over half of the 

global pupulation – in the 

world’s cities faced wors-

ening air pollution, inade-

quate infrastructure and 

services, and unplanned 

urban sprawl. Successful 

examples of containing 

COVID-19 demonstrate 

the remarkable resil-

ience and adaptability 

of urban communities in 

adjusting to new norms.

What are some of the 
most pressing challenges 
that cities face today?
Inequality and the levels of 

urban energy consumption 

9  in  10 
peop le 

l i v i n g  i n 
u r b a n  a r e a s 

w o r l d w i d e 
w e r e  b r e a t h i n g 

a i r  t h a t  d i d 
n o t  m e e t  t h e 
Wo r l d  H e a l t h 

O r g a n i z a t i o n’s 
a i r  q u a l i t y 
g u i d e l i n e s

SUS TA IN A BL E  CI T IES:  
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and pollution are some 

of the challenges. Cities 

occupy just 3 per cent 

of the Earth’s land, but 

account for 60-80 per 

cent of energy consump-

tion and 75 per cent of 

carbon emissions. Many 

cities are also more vul-

nerable to climate change 

and natural disasters 

due to their high con-

centration of people 

and location so building 

urban resilience is crucial 

to avoid human, social 

and economic losses.

Why should I care?
All these issues will even-

tually affect every citizen. 

Inequality can lead to 

unrest and insecurity, pol-

lution deteriorates every-

one’s health and affects 

workers’ productivity and 

therefore the economy, 

and natural disasters have 

the potential to disrupt 

everyone’s lifestyles.

What happens if 
cities are just left to 
grow organically?
The cost of poorly 

planned urbanization 

can be seen in some of 

the huge slums, tangled 

traffic, greenhouse gas 

emissions and sprawl-

ing suburbs all over the 

world. By choosing to act 

sustainably we choose to 

build cities where all citi-

zens live a decent quality 

of life, and form a part 

of the city’s productive 

dynamic, creating shared 

prosperity and social 

stability without harming 

the environment. As of 

May 2020, the majority of 

national and city govern-

ments are revisiting urban 

planning to help prevent 

the next pandemic.

Is it expensive to 
put sustainable 
practices in place?
The cost is minimal in 

comparison with the ben-

efits. For example, there 

is a cost to creating a 

functional public transport 

network, but the bene-

fits are huge in terms of 

economic activity, quality 

of life, the environment, 

and the overall success 

of a networked city.

What can I do to help 
achieve this goal?
Take an active interest 

in the governance and 

management of your city. 

Advocate for the kind of 

city you believe you need. 

Develop a vision for your 

building, street, and 

neighbourhood, and act 

on that vision. Are there 

enough jobs? Can your 

children walk to school 

safely? Can you walk 

with your family at night? 

How far is the nearest 

public transport? What’s 

the air quality like? What 

are your shared public 

spaces like? The better 

the conditions you create 

in your community, 

the greater the effect 

on quality of life.

To find out more 

about Goal #11 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit:

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Ensure sustainable consumption 
and production patterns

The world continues to 
use natural resources

unsustainably

Global material 
footprint 

73.2 billion 
metric tons

Global material 
footprint 

85.9 billion
metric tons

The pandemic offers an opportunity to 

develop recovery plans 
THAT BUILD A MORE SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

 From 2017 to 2019, 
79 countries and the 
European Union reported 
at least one policy to 
promote Sustainable 
Consumption and Production

Electronic 
waste 
grew by 
38%
but 
less than 
20% 
is recycled
(2010–2019)

Rising 
fossil fuel subsidies 
are contributing to 

the climate crisis

$318 
billion

(2015)

$427 
billion

(2018)

Harvesting Transport Storage processing

 of food is lost in supply chains (2016)
13.8%

2010 2017

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What is the goal here?
To ensure sustainable 

consumption and pro-

duction patterns.

Why?
Economic and social prog-

ress over the last century 

has been accompanied by 

environmental degrada-

tion that is endangering 

the very systems on which 

our future development 

and very survival depend.

COVID-19 offers an oppor-

tunity to develop recov-

ery plans that will reverse 

current trends and shift 

our consumption and 

Elec t r o n ic 
wa s te 

gr ew  by 
38%

b u t 

less  tha n 

20%
is  r ec yc l e d

R ESPONSIBL E 
CONSUM P T ION  & 
PRODUC T ION:  
WHY IT MATTERS
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production patterns to a 

more sustainable course. 

A successful transition 

will mean improve-

ments in resource effi-

ciency, consideration 

of the entire life cycle 

of economic activities, 

and active engagement 

in multilateral environ-

mental agreements.

What needs to change?
There are many aspects 

of consumption that with 

simple changes can have 

a big impact on society as 

a whole. For example, the 

global material footprint 

– an indicator of the pres-

sure put on the environ-

ment to support economic 

growth and to satisfy the 

material needs of people 

–  grew by 17.4 per cent to 

85.9 billion metric tons in 

2017 as compared to 2010.

Reducing food loss and 

waste can contribute to 

environmental sustainabil-

ity by lowering production 

costs and increasing the 

efficiency of food systems. 

Currently, we lose 13.8 per 

cent after harvesting and 

during transport, storage 

and processing alone, 

amounting to a cost of 

over $400 billion a year.

We are also polluting 

water faster than nature 

can recycle and purify 

water in rivers and lakes. 

How can I help as 
a business?
It’s in businesses’ inter-

est to find new solutions 

that enable sustainable 

consumption and pro-

duction patterns. A bet-

ter understanding of 

environmental and social 

impacts of products and 

services is needed, both 

of product life cycles and 

how these are affected 

by use within lifestyles. 

Identifying “hot spots” 

within the value chain 

where interventions have 

the greatest potential to 

improve the environmen-

tal and social impact of 

the system as a whole 

is a crucial first step.

Innovation and design 

solutions can both enable 

and inspire individuals to 

lead more sustainable life-

styles, reducing impacts 

and improving well-being.

How can I help as 
a consumer?
There are two main ways 

to help:  1. Reducing 

your waste and 2. Being 

thoughtful about what 

you buy and choosing a 

sustainable option when-

ever possible. Ensure you 

don’t throw away food, and 

reduce your consumption 

of plastic—one of the main 

pollutants of the ocean. 

Carrying a reusable bag, 

refusing to use plastic 

straws, and recycling plas-

tic bottles are good ways 

to do your part every day. 

Making informed pur-

chases also helps. For 

example, the textile indus-

try today is the second 

largest polluter of clean 

water after agriculture, and 

many fashion companies 

exploit textile workers in 

the developing world. If 

you can buy from sustain-

able and local sources you 

can make a difference as 

well as exercising pressure 

on businesses  to adopt 

sustainable practices. 

To take action, visit: http://
www.un.org/en/actnow

To find out more 

about Goal #12 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit:

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Take urgent action to combat 
climate change and its impacts

Global community shies away
from commitments required
to reverse  the climate crisis

2019 was the
second warmest year

on record

Global temperatures 
are projected to rise 
by up to 3.2°C by 2100

FloodsMassive wildfires HurricanesDroughts 

investment in

fossil fuels
continues to be higher
than investment in
climate activites

Climate change continues to 
exacerbate the frequency and
severity of  natural disasters 

affecting more than 
39 million people 

in 2018

Only 85 countries 
have national 

disaster risk
reduction strategies 

aligned to the 
Sendai Framework

still short of 7.6% annual 
reduction required to limit 
global warming to 1.5°C

COVID-19 may result in a
6% drop in greenhouse 
gas emissions for 2020

GHG

CLIMATE FINANCE:

200

0
fossil
fuel

2016

global climate
finance

400

600

800

$781
billion $681

billion

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
Taking urgent action to 

tackle climate change 

and its impacts.

Why?
The climate crisis con-

tinues unabated as the 

global community shies 

away from the full com-

mitment required for its 

reversal. 2010-2019 was 

warmest decade ever 

recorded, bringing with 

it massive wildfires, hur-

ricanes, droughts, floods 

and other climate disas-

ters across continents.

How are people  being 
affected by climate change?
Climate change is affect-

ing every country in the 

world. It is disrupting 

national economies and 

affecting lives and live-

lihoods, especially for 

the most vulnerable. 

Weather patterns are 

changing, sea levels are ris-

ing, and weather events are 

becoming more extreme, 

To limit global 

warming to 1.5C, 

as  called for in the 

Paris Agreement, 

greenhouse gas 

emissions must 

begin falling by 

7.6 %
each year 
starting in 2020

CL IM AT E  AC T ION:  
WHY IT MATTERS



affecting more than 39 

million people in 2018.    

What happens if we 
don’t take action?
If left unchecked, climate 

change will cause aver-

age global temperatures 

to increase beyond 3°C, 

and will adversely affect 

every ecosystem. Already, 

we are seeing how climate 

change can exacerbate 

storms and disasters, and 

threats such as food and 

water scarcity, which can 

lead to conflict. Doing 

nothing will end up cost-

ing us a lot more than if 

we take action now. We 

have an opportunity to 

take actions that will lead 

to more jobs, great pros-

perity, and better lives for 

all while reducing green-

house gas emissions and 

building climate resilience.

Can we solve this problem 
or is it too late to act?
To address climate 

change, we have to vastly 

increase our efforts. Much 

is happening around the 

world – investments in 

renewable energy have 

soared. But so much more 

needs to be done. The 

world must transform its 

energy, industry, trans-

port, food, agriculture and 

forestry systems to ensure 

that we can limit global 

temperature rise to well 

below 2°C, maybe even 

1.5°C. In December 2015, 

the world took a signifi-

cant first step by adopting 

the Paris Agreement, in 

which all countries com-

mitted to take action to 

address climate change. 

Many businesses and 

investors are also com-

mitting themselves to 

lower their emissions, not 

just because it is the right 

thing to do, but because 

it makes economic and 

business sense as well.

Are we investing enough 
to tackle climate change?
Global climate-related 

financial flows saw a 17 

per cent rise from 2013 to 

2016, largely due to private 

investment in renewable 

energy, which represents 

the largest segment in total 

climate-related flows, to 

the amount of $681 billion. 

However, investment in 

fossil fuels continues to be 

higher than in climate activ-

ities to the amount of $781 

billion in 2016. To achieve a 

low-carbon, climate- 

resilient transition, a much 

greater scale of annual 

investment is required.

In 2019, at least 120 of the 

153 developing countries 

had undertaken activities 

to formulate and imple-

ment National Adaptation 

Plans to enhance climate 

adaptation and resilience, 

an increase of 29 coun-

tries over the previous 

year. Furthermore, prog-

ress in meeting the 2020 

disaster risk reduction 

target has been slow.

What can I do to help 
achieve this goal?  
There are many things that 

each of us can do as indi-

viduals. To find out what 

you can do, go to:  https://
www.un.org/en/actnow

To read more about the 

UN’s efforts on climate 

change: https://www.
un.org/en/climatechange

To find out more 

about Goal #13 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, 

visit: http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, sea and 
marine resources for sustainable development

sustainable fisheries
contribute to gdp

10x

1.55%

1.11%

small island
developing states
in oceania

the global average

least 
developed
countries

Ocean acidification continues to 
threaten marine environments and 

ecosystem services 

A 100–150% rise 
in ocean acidity is projected by 2100, 

affecting half of all marine life

The drastic reduction in human activity
brought about by COVID-19

may be a chance for oceans to recuperate

97 countries signed the Agreement on Port State Measures, 
the first binding international agreement 
on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing

Global marine key 
biodiversity areas 
covered by protected 
areas increased

30.5%

2000 2015 2019

44.8% 46.0%

pH acidity

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
To conserve and sustain-

ably use the world’s ocean, 

seas and marine resources.

Why?
Oceans are our planet’s 

life support and regulate 

the global climate sys-

tem. They are the world’s 

largest ecosystem, home 

to nearly a million known 

species and containing 

vast untapped potential for 

scientific discovery. Oceans 

and fisheries continue to 

support the global popu-

lation’s economic, social 

and environmental needs. 

Despite the critical impor-

tance of conserving oceans, 

decades of irresponsible 

exploitation have led to an 

alarming level of degra-

dation. Current efforts to 

protect key marine envi-

ronments and small-scale 

fisheries, and to invest 

in ocean science are not 

yet meeting the urgent 

need to safeguard this 

vast, yet fragile, resource. 

The drastic reduction in 

human activity brought 

about by the COVID-

19 crisis, while rooted in 

tragedy, is a chance for 

oceans to recuperate. It 

is also an opportunity to 

chart a sustainable recov-

ery path that will ensure 

livelihoods for decades 

to come in harmony with 

the natural environment.

O v e r  

3  b illion 

peop le
d e p e n d  o n 

m a r i n e  a n d 
c o a s t a l 

b io d i ver si t y
f o r  t h e i r 

l i vel i h ood

L IF E  BELOW  WAT ER :  
WHY IT MATTERS



So what’s the problem?
The ocean absorbs around 

23 per cent of annual CO2 

emissions generated by 

human activity and helps 

mitigate the impacts of 

climate change. The ocean 

has also absorbed more 

than 90% of the excess 

heat in the climate system. 

Ocean heat is at record 

levels, causing wide-

spread marine heatwaves, 

threatening its rich eco-

systems and killing coral 

reefs around the world.

Increasing levels of debris 

in the world’s oceans are 

also having a major envi-

ronmental and economic 

impact. Every year, an esti-

mated 5 to 12 million metric 

tonnes of plastic enters the 

ocean, costing roughly $13 

billion per year – including 

clean-up costs and financial 

losses in fisheries and other 

industries. About 89% of 

plastic litter found on the 

ocean floor are single-use 

items like plastic bags. 

About 80% of all tour-

ism takes place in coastal 

areas. The ocean-related 

tourism industry grows an 

estimated US$ 134 bil-

lion per year and in some 

countries, the industry 

already supports over a 

third of the labour force. 

Unless carefully man-

aged, tourism can pose a 

major threat to the nat-

ural resources on which 

it depends, and to local 

culture and industry.

How is the ocean 
connected to our health?
The health of the ocean 

is intimately tied to our 

health. According to 

UNESCO, the ocean can 

be an ally against COVID-

19 – bacteria found in the 

depths of the ocean are 

used to carry out rapid 

testing to detect the 

presence of COVID-19. 

And the diversity of spe-

cies found in the ocean 

offers great promise 

for pharmaceuticals.

Furthermore, marine fish-

eries provide 57 million 

jobs globally and pro-

vide the primary source 

of protein to over 50% 

of the population in least 

developed countries.

So what can we do?
For open ocean and deep 

sea areas, sustainabil-

ity can be achieved only 

through increased inter-

national cooperation to 

protect vulnerable hab-

itats. Establishing com-

prehensive, effective and 

equitably managed sys-

tems of  

government-protected 

areas should be pur-

sued to conserve bio-

diversity and ensure a 

sustainable future for 

the fishing industry. 

On a local level, we should 

make ocean-friendly 

choices when buying prod-

ucts or eating food derived 

from oceans and con-

sume only what we need. 

Selecting certified products 

is a good place to start. 

We should eliminate 

plastic usage as much 

as possible and orga-

nize beach clean-ups. 

Most importantly, we 

can spread the message 

about how important 

marine life is and why 

we need to protect it.

To find out more 

about Goal #14 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals visit: 

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification,  
and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss

The world is 
falling short on 2020 targets 

to halt biodiversity loss

Over 31,000 species
are threatened with 

extinction

27% of over 116,000 
assessed species in 

the IUCN Red List

Wildlife trafficking disrupts 
ecosystems and contributes to 
the spread of infectious diseases

Pangolins are possibly the
intermediary animal that
transferred the coronavirus

The equivalent of
370,000 pangolins
were seized globally (2014–2018)

Forest areas 
continue to decline 
at an alarming rate, 
driven mainly by 
agricultural expansion

Two billion hectares
of land on Earth are

degraded, affecting some
3.2 billion people, 

driving species to extinction
and intensifying 
climate change

Only a third of 113 countries were on track 
to achieve their national target to integrate 
biodiversity into national planning

Each year, 
10 million hectares of forest 
are destroyed (2015–2020)

which is

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here?
To sustainably manage 

forests, combat deserti-

fication, halt and reverse 

land degradation, and 

halt biodiversity loss.

Why?
Forests cover nearly 31 

per cent of our planet’s 

land area. From the air 

we breathe, to the water 

we drink, to the food we 

eat–forests sustain us.

Forests are home to more 

than 80 per cent of all 

terrestrial species of ani-

mals, plants and insects. 

However, biodiversity is 

declining faster than at any 

other time in human history. 

Globally, one fifth of the 

Earth’s land area (more 

than 2 billion hectares) are 

degraded, an area nearly 

the size of India and the 

Russian Federation com-

bined. Land degradation is 

undermining the well-be-

ing of some 3.2 billion 

people, driving species 

to extinction and inten-

sifying climate change.

Two  b illion 
h ec t a r es

o f  l a n d  o n  E a r t h 
a r e  d e g r a d e d , 

a f f e c t i n g  s o m e 

3.2  b illion 
p e o p l e, 

d r i v i n g  s p e c i e s 
t o  ex t i n c t i o n  a n d 

i n t e n s i f y i n g 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e

L IF E  ON  L A ND:  
WHY IT MATTERS



Biodiversity and the 

ecosystem services it 

underpins can also be the 

basis for climate change 

adaptation and disaster 

risk reduction strategies 

as they can deliver bene-

fits that will increase the 

resilience of people to the 

impacts of climate change.

What does loss of 
forests mean?
Lost forests mean the 

disappearance of liveli-

hoods in rural commu-

nities, increased carbon 

emissions, diminished 

biodiversity and the deg-

radation of land. While 

forest loss remains high, 

2020 data show that the 

proportion of forests 

in protected areas and 

under long-term manage-

ment plans increased or 

remained stable at the 

global level and in most 

regions of the world. 

An irreversible effect of 

human activity on the 

environment is species 

extinction, which upsets 

the balance of nature and 

makes ecosystems more 

fragile and less resistant 

to disruptions. A recent 

UN report on biodiversity 

found that around 1 million 

animal and plant species 

are now threatened with 

extinction, many within 

decades, more than ever 

before in human history.

How does it affect 
our health?
Increased demand for 

animal protein, a rise in 

intense and unsustainable 

farming, the increased use 

and exploitation of wildlife, 

and the climate crisis are 

all driving the increased 

emergence of zoonotic 

diseases – diseases trans-

mitted from wildlife to 

people – like COVID-19. 

Every year, some two 

million people, mostly 

in low- and middle-in-

come countries, die from 

neglected zoonotic dis-

eases. The same outbreaks 

can cause severe illness, 

deaths, and productivity 

losses among livestock 

populations in the devel-

oping world, a major prob-

lem that keeps hundreds 

of millions of small-scale 

farmers in severe poverty. 

In the last two decades 

alone, zoonotic diseases 

have caused economic 

losses of more than $100 

billion, not including the 

cost of the COVID-19 pan-

demic, which is expected 

to reach $9 trillion over 

the next few years.

What can we do?
Some things we can do 

to help include recycling, 

eating a locally-based 

diet that is sustainably 

sourced, and consum-

ing only what we need. 

We must be respectful 

toward wildlife and only 

take part in ecotourism 

opportunities that are 

responsibly and ethically 

run in order to prevent 

wildlife disturbance. Well-

managed protected areas 

support healthy ecosys-

tems, which in turn keep 

people healthy. It is there-

fore critical to secure the 

involvement of the local 

communities in the devel-

opment and management 

of these protected areas.

To find out more 

about Goal #15 and 

the other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/

sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

Every day,
100 civilians are killed 

in armed conflicts

despite protections 
under international law

COVID-19 implications further threaten 
global peace and security

60% of countries have prison overcrowding, 
risking the spread of COVID-19 

127 countries 

have adopted 
right-to-information 

or 
freedom-of-information 

laws 
Already in 2019, the number of people fleeing war, 
persecution and conflict exceeded 79.5 million, 
the highest level ever recorded

The global homicide rate 
has declined slowly

translating to 
440,000 homicide victims 

worldwide

5.9
per 100,000 
population

(2015)

5.8 
per 100,000 
population

(2018)

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here? 
Promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for  

sustainable development, 

provide access to justice 

for all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels.

Why?
People everywhere need 

to be free of fear from 

all forms of violence 

and feel safe as they go 

about their lives whatever 

their ethnicity, faith or 

sexual orientation.

Conflict, insecurity, weak 

institutions and limited 

access to justice remain 

threats to sustainable 

development. In 2019, 

the number of people 

fleeing war, persecution 

and conflict exceeded 

79.5 million, the highest 

level ever recorded. One 

in four children continues 

to be deprived of legal 

identity through lack of 

birth registration, often 

limiting their ability to 

exercise rights in other 

areas. The COVID-19 

pandemic threatens to 

Eve r y  d a y, 

100 
ci v ilia ns 

–  i n c l u d i n g 
w o m e n  a n d 

c h i l d r e n  – 

a r e  k illed 
in  a r m ed 
c on f lic t s 

d e s p i te 
p r o te c t i o n s 

u n d e r 
i n te r n a t i o n a l 

l a w
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amplify and exploit 

fragilities across the globe. 

What needs to be done to 
address this? 

Governments, civil 

society and communities 

must work together 

to implement lasting 

solutions to reduce  

violence, deliver justice, 

combat corruption and 

ensure inclusive  

participation at all times.

Freedom to express views, 

in private and in public,  

must be guaranteed. From 

2015 to 2019, the United 

Nations recorded at least 

1,940 killings and 106 

enforced disappearances 

of human rights defenders, 

journalists and trade union-

ists across 81 countries, 

with over half of killings 

occurring in Latin America 

and the Caribbean. Laws 

and policies must be 

applied without any form 

of discrimination. Disputes 

need to be resolved 

through functioning  

and justice systems.

National and local insti-

tutions must be account-

able and need to be in 

place to deliver basic 

services to communities 

equitably and without 

the need for bribes. 

How does this goal apply 
to me, wherever I live?
Crimes that threaten the 

foundation of peaceful 

societies, including  

homicides, human traffick-

ing and other organized 

crimes, as well as dis-

criminatory laws or prac-

tices, affect all countries. 

Even the world’s greatest 

democracies face major 

challenges in addressing 

corruption, crime and 

human rights violations 

for everyone at home.

What would be the cost of 
not taking action now? 
Armed violence and inse-

curity have a destructive 

impact on a country’s devel-

opment, affecting economic 

growth and often resulting 

in long-standing grievances 

among communities. 

Violence affects children’s 

health, development and 

well-being, and their ability 

to thrive. It causes trauma 

and weakens social inclusion.

Lack of access to justice 

means that conflicts remain 

unresolved and people 

cannot obtain protection 

and redress. Institutions that 

do not function accord-

ing to legitimate laws are 

prone to arbitrariness and 

abuse of power, and less 

capable of delivering pub-

lic services to everyone.

To exclude and to dis-

criminate not only vio-

lates human rights, but 

also causes resentment 

and animosity, and could 

give rise to violence.

What can we do?
Exercise your right to hold 

your elected officials to 

account. Exercise your right 

to freedom of information 

and share your opinion with 

your elected representatives. 

Promote inclusion and 

respect towards people 

of different ethnic origins, 

religions, gender, sexual 

orientations or different 

opinions. Together, we can 

help to improve conditions 

for a life of dignity for all.  

To find out more 

about Goal #16 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/

sustainabledevelopment



Before Covid-19

Covid-19 Implications

Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize 
the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development

from 2018
1.3%

net ODA 
totalled 

$147.4 billion 
in 2019

 almost
unchanged
from 2018

rose by

but aid 
to Africa

from 2018
2.6%

rose by

and aid to 
the LDCs

International funding for 
data and statistics 

was $690 million in 2017 

only 
half the level
it needs to be50%

Remittances 
to low- and middle-income countries – 

an economic lifeline 
for many poor households – 

are projected to fall

$554 billion in   2019 $445 billion in   2020

Global foreign 
direct investment 
is expected to 
decline by up to 40% 
in 2020

fixed-broadband
subscriptions 

per 100 inhabitants in 2019

Developed
countries

33.6

Developing 
countries 

11.2

Access more data and information on the indicators at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/



What’s the goal here? 
To revitalize the global 

partnership for sustain-

able development

Why?
In light of the conse-

quences of the global 

COVID-19 pandemic, we 

have seen that strength-

ening multilateralism and 

global partnerships are 

more important than ever if 

we are to solve the world’s 

problems. The Sustainable 

Developmet Goals 

remain the framework 

for building back bet-

ter. We need everyone 

to come together—gov-

ernments, civil society, 

scientists, academia and 

the private sector. 

Why does this 
matter to me?
We are all in this together. 

The Agenda, with its 17 

goals, is universal and calls 

for action by all coun-

tries, both developed 

countries and developing 

S t r on g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c oo p e ra t i o n 
i s  n e e d e d  n o w 

m o r e  t h a n  e v e r 
to  e n s u r e

t h a t

c o u n t r i e s  h a v e 
t h e  m e a n s

to  a ch ieve 
t h e  S D G s
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WHY THEY MATTER

©
 U

N
 P

h
o

to
 /

 I
sa

a
c
 B

il
ly



countries, to ensure no 

one is left behind.    

How much progress 
have we made?
Support for implement-

ing the SDGs has been 

steady but fragile, with 

major and persistent 

challenges. Financial 

resources remain scarce, 

trade tensions have been 

increasing, and crucial 

data are still lacking. The 

COVID-19 pandemic is 

now threatening past 

achievements, with trade, 

foreign direct invest-

ment and remittances 

all projected to decline 

by up to 40% in 2020.

A growing share of the 

global population has 

access to the Internet, 

and a Technology Bank 

for Least Developed 

Countries has been 

established, yet the dig-

ital divide persists.

As partners, what 
would we need to do to 
achieve the Agenda?
We will need to mobilize 

both existing and addi-

tional resources— 

technology develop-

ment, financial resources, 

capacity building— and 

developed countries will 

need to fulfill their offi-

cial development assis-

tance commitments.  

Multistakeholder part-

nerships will be crucial to 

leverage the inter-linkages 

between the Sustainable 

Development Goals to 

enhance their effective-

ness and impact and 

accelerate progress in 

achieving the Goals.

How can we ensure the 
resources needed are 
effectively mobilized 
and monitored?
This will be primarily the 

responsibility of countries. 

Reviews of progress will 

need to be undertaken 

regularly in each coun-

try, involving civil society, 

business and representa-

tives of various interest 

groups. At the regional 

level, countries will share 

experiences and tackle 

common issues, while  

on an annual basis, at  

the United Nations, the 
High-Level Political 
Forum on Sustainable 

Development (HLPF),  

they will take stock of 

progress at the global 

level, identifying gaps 

and emerging issues, 

and recommending 

corrective action.

What can we do to help?
Join/create a group in 

your local community 

that seeks to mobilize 

action on the implemen-

tation of the SDGs.

Encourage your govern-

ments to partner with 

businesses for the imple-

mentation of the SDGs.

Register your initia-

tives on the SDGs 

Partnerships Platform 

to inform, educate, net-

work, and be inspired! 

To find out more 

about Goal #17 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment


